Dedicated John
splashes out

John Dewit

After 36 years of selfless dedica-
tion and eommitment to swimming
coaching .in New Milton, Christ-
chyrch and formerly Surtey, Johr
Dewit has finally hung up kis whistle
and flippers.

John, T7, has taught hundreds of
children, gdults and even pensioners
Jin their s to swim. He started his
swimnming teaching career at Rizislip
Swimming Club In 1872 where in ad-
dition to his teaching he set up a
dearn to swim’ group with his wife,
Sally, to help with much needed fund
raising for the club. John stayed with
Ruislip for 18 years remaining com-
‘| mifted to the swimming coaching
and branched out to teach Life Sav-
Eg and snorkeliing at the sub-agua

b, '

In 1988, John and Sally moved
sauth ie Highcliffe and over the last

'} 20 years he has dedicated much of his

free tine, on a voluntary basis, to
teaching at New Milton Torpedoes
8.C and latterly when the two clubs

.| merged with Christchurch Seagulls.

Johm has not only been a povlside
coach, helping children learn and iin-
prove their swimming skills, but he
has also had a major role in the tul-
tion of lifeguarding. Be has intro-
duced many children to competitive

| swimming and with his training and
‘i guidence they have competed suec-
:| cesstully for ‘Torpedoes,

Many of the children he¢ has
coached heve gone on to achieve
county, district and national rank-
ings, but John saw the need for more
than just winning races, He strove to
ensure that each child achieved their
potential while having fun and .in-
spired them 6o Peel proud to be part
of a team and as'a chub member, -

A spokeswoman for the swiraming
club sald: " John's passion, dedica-
tion and eommitment to the {each-
ing of swimming hss been
unquestionable and unfailing.
Thanks go t0 him from the many

 children and their parents who he

has helped over the years together
with the club sgaches who worked
alongside him. He will be greatly
misged at the swimming baths and

‘1 will remembered fondly by current
;| and, ex members of the club." k2




